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EXPANDED COVERAGE, R4: Back in action, RG3 runs with vigor 
Snyder: Managing Griffi n a healthy dilemma; Forbath starts off on right foot

STILL STINGING FROM GAME 5 LOSS, NATS MUST LOOK AHEAD, C1

38 26

 washingtontimes.com/sports/football

BY RICH CAMPBELL

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The fans wearing white and burgundy 
jerseys jumped and hollered as Robert Griffi  n 
III tucked the ball and ignited the afterburners 
in those magic legs of his. They had waited 
almost 13 months for their beloved Washington 
Redskins to give them something to cheer. And 
as Griffi  n blazed past the defense 76 yards into 
the end zone, they fi nally had it.

“That,” left tackle Trent Williams said, “is 
why he’s on all the Subway commercials.”

Griffin’s electrifying fourth-quarter 
run capped the Redskins’ first complete 

performance of coach Mike Shanahan’s third 
season. Washington’s off ense regained its edge 
with Griffi  n actively running the ball again, and 
safety Madieu Williams punctuated a stout 
defensive eff ort with an interception return 
for a touchdown in the third quarter.

And when the puzzle pieces came together, 
the fi nal picture was a 38-26 victory over the 
Minnesota Vikings.

Washington survived the Vikings’ fourth-
quarter rally to end its eight-game home losing 
streak. The 78,476 fans who witnessed Griffi  n’s 
run left FedEx Field buzzing. He’s not too good 
to be true. This is indeed the quarterback of 
their team.

“It’s something special that I can do per-
sonally,” Griffi  n said. “It was fun to be able to 
show everybody that and to help us win the 
game doing it.”

The win was a counterpunch by a desper-
ate Redskins team on the brink of losing their 
season. With road trips to New York and Pitts-
burgh the next two weeks, they were staring 
at a worst-case scenario of 2-6.

Instead, they improved to 3-3 and moved 
into a tie with Philadelphia for second place 
in the NFC East. The winner of next week’s 
game against the Giants would, at worst, tie 
for the division lead.

They did it by putting everything together, 

fi nally. Griffi  n returned from last week’s con-
cussion and sparked the off ense with 138 
rushing yards and two touchdowns on 13 car-
ries. The undercard was a 7-yard touchdown 
on a quarterback draw in the third quarter. 
The main event was his 76-yard sprint. It was 
everything the Redskins dreamed when they 
traded three fi rst-round draft picks and a 
second-rounder to draft this bolt of lightning.

“That’s why he he’s here,” receiver Santana 
Moss said. “That’s why they rant and rave 
about him.”

The Redskins’ 31-12 lead had slipped to 

BLAZE OF GLORY

» see REDSKINS | R2
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Robert Griffi  n III burst 76 yards for a touchdown late in the fourth quarter to seal Washington’s win over Minnesota. Th e rookie has rushed for six touchdowns, a franchise record for quarterbacks. 

Griffi n’s 76-yard TD run helps end eight-game slump at FedEx Field

L
et’s face it, the Redskins were one 
needy ballclub when they kicked 
off  at FedEx Field against the 
Minnesota Vikings. They needed 

their young quarterback, Robert Griffi  n 
III, to show no lingering eff ects from last 
week’s concussion. They needed to con-
vert some third downs — boy, did they 
ever need to convert some third downs. 
They needed to contain a Vikings attack 
that’s functiononal but not particularly 
frightful. They needed their new kicker 
not to mess up like so many of his prede-
cessors had. They needed to snap an al-
most incomprehensible eight-game home 
losing streak. And for good measure, they 
needed to beat a winning team — and 

Minnesota, at 4-1, was 
certainly that.

A pretty lengthy 
to-do list, you have to 
admit. But wonder of 
wonders, the Red-
skins accomplished 
everything on it in 
their 38-26 victory 
over the Vikes. It was 
the kind of mental 
housecleaning that 
can change the course 
of a season — or at 

the very least, allow everybody to take a 
deep breath.

After bending but not breaking on 

three Minnesota fi eld goal drives in the 
fi rst quarter, the Redskins rode Griffi  n’s 
arm (97.2 rating) and legs (138 yards 
rushing, including a for-the-ages 76-yard 
touchdown run in the closing minutes) 
— and their most opportunistic defense 
in eons — to as complete a win as we’ve 
seen in the Mike Shahanan Era, one that 
evened their record at 3-3.

After all, the Vikings, in knocking off  
San Francisco, Detroit and Tennessee in 
succession, had been looking a little like 
last year’s San Francisco 49ers. That is, 
they’d been kicking fi eld goals, playing 
defense and giving themselves a chance 

Checklist just got a lot shorter

» see DALY | R2

DAN 
DALY

ANDREW HARNIK/THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Linebacker London Fletcher was among the Redskins to put 
his foot down on defense.
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NFL WEEK 6 Top performers
Jets RB Shonn Greene: 161 yards, 3 TDs
Bengals WR A.J. Green: 135 yards, 2 TDs
Bucs QB Josh Freeman: 328 yards, 3 TDs

BY DAVID GINSBURG

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BALTIMORE | The Dallas Cowboys 
dominated the statistics, held the ball 
twice as long as Baltimore and amassed 
more yards rushing against the Ravens 
than any team — ever.

Baltimore won anyway, thanks to 
Jacoby Jones’ lengthy run into the NFL 
record book.

Jones tied an NFL mark with a 108-
yard kickoff  return, and the Ravens beat 
the Cowboys 31-29 Sunday for their 14th 
straight regular-season home win.

“You know when you get that itch? 
I wanted to scratch it,” Jones said. “So 
I took it.”

Dallas ran for 227 yards and totaled 
481 yards off ense. 

The Cowboys (2-3) also held the 
ball for more than 40 minutes. But it 
wasn’t enough.

“They threw a lot of haymakers at 
us,” Ravens coach John Harbaugh said. 
“Our guys stepped up at the end and 
found a way to win the game.”

After Dez Bryant scored on a 4-yard 
pass from Tony Romo with 32 seconds 
left to make it 31-29, the two-point con-
version pass zipped through the arms 
of the diving Bryant in the front left 
corner of the end zone.

Dallas recovered the onside kick, 
but Dan Bailey was wide left on a 51-
yard fi eld goal try with six seconds 
remaining.

Ray Rice scored two touchdowns 
and Joe Flacco threw for a score to help 

the Ravens (5-1) secure their fourth 
consecutive victory and enhance their 
grip on fi rst place in the AFC North. 
Baltimore’s home winning streak is the 
longest current run in the NFL.

Jones’ return tied the mark set by 
Ellis Hobbs of New England in 2007 
against the Jets and tied in 2011 by 
Randall Cobb of Green Bay against 
New Orleans.

“To set the National Football League 
record for a kickoff  return, in what was 
the diff erence in the game, is pretty 
special,” Harbaugh said.

The score was essential to the Bal-
timore, which mustered only 1 yard on 
three off ensive plays during the third 
quarter.

After Jones’ touchdown, the Cow-
boys launched an 80-yard march that 

ate up more than eight minutes. Romo 
connected with Bryant for 13 yards on 
a third-and-11 before throwing a 7-yard 
touchdown pass to Bryant to make it 
24-20.

Dallas followed with two strong 
defensive series, and a short punt by 
Baltimore preceded a 21-yard drive that 
produced a fi eld goal by Bailey.

Flacco then directed a 10-play, 

73-yard march. A 31-yard completion 
to Anquan Boldin moved the ball to 
the Dallas 4, and Rice scored from the 
1 to provide the Ravens an eight-point 
cushion.

It was barely enough.
Romo went 25  of 36 for 261 yards and 

two touchdowns, a redemptive perfor-
mance after he threw fi ve interceptions 
in his last outing, a 34-18 loss to Chicago 
on Monday Night Football. 

DeMarco Murray ran for 93 yards, 
Felix Jones had 92 on the ground and 
Bryant caught 13 passes for 95 yards 
and two TDs.

“At the end of the day, we’ve got to 
fi nish the game and we have to win the 
game,” Cowboys coach Jason Garrett 
said. “We didn’t do that.”

Baltimore trailed 10-3 before scoring 
touchdowns on a pair of 80-yard drives 
to take a 17-10 halftime lead.

Murray left in the second half with a 
foot injury; his absence did little to deter 
the Cowboys’ running game.

“We ran it inside, we ran it outside, 
we got some stuff  off  the run game,” 
Garrett said. “We kept the ball for a long 
time and those were all good things.”

Baltimore trailed 10-3 before scoring 
touchdowns on a pair of 80-yard drives 
to take a 17-10 halftime lead.

The Ravens pulled even when Rice 
ran in from the 1 after a hands-to-the-
face penalty against Dallas lineman 
Kenyon Coleman on third and goal from 
the 2. Earlier in the march, Rice ran 43 
yards with a short pass.

Cary Williams’ third interception 
in three games gave the ball back to 
Baltimore, and Flacco completed two 
20-yard passes to Boldin before hitting 
Torrey Smith for a 19-yard score with 
41 seconds left in the half.

Flacco completed 17 of 26 passes for 
234 yards.

GAME OF THE WEEK

Off  and running, Jones’ return propels Ravens 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA | Matt Ryan and the Falcons 
have plenty of mistakes to work on 
during their bye week. 

Of course, it’s sure easier to fi x the 
problems when you’re still unbeaten. 

Asante Samuel returned an inter-
ception 79 yards for a touchdown in 
the closing minutes and Matt Bry-
ant connected on a 55-yard fi eld goal 
with 1 second remaining, allowing the 
Falcons to escape with a sloppy 23-20 
victory over the Raiders. 

Overcoming three Ryan intercep-
tions, the Falcons extended the best 
start in franchise history. 

It wasn’t easy against the pesky 
Raiders, who bounced back from Sam-
uel’s pick to tie the game with less than 
a minute to go, but left a little too much 
time on the clock for Atlanta’s fi nal 
possession. 

“We’ve been in these situations 
before,” Ryan said. “We know what we 
need to do.”

Ryan completed four short passes 
on Atlanta’s fi nal drive, the last of them 
a 13-yarder to Tony Gonzalez that got 
Bryant in range for his longest fi eld 
goal since joining the Falcons in 2009. 

Earlier in the game, Bryant pulled a 
43-yarder wide left to break a streak of 
23 consecutive fi eld goals going back 
to last season. But he bounced back 
to make the one that really mattered.

“He knows how to get himself pre-
pared, how to calm himself down, how 
to get it through those pipes,” Ryan 
said. “He’s made a lot of clutch kicks 
for us through the years.” 

Lions 26, Eagles 23

PHILADELPHIA | Jason Hanson kicked 
a 45-yard fi eld goal in overtime, and 
Detroit rallied from a 10-point fourth-
quarter defi cit to beat Philadelphia.

Held in check most of the game, 
Matthew Staff ord led the Lions to 17 
points in the fourth quarter. He threw 
a TD pass and ran for a score.

The Lions had two shots from the 
Eagles 1 after a pass interference pen-
alty on Colt Anderson with 13 seconds 
left in regulation. But Staff ord misfi red 
on both passes and Hanson kicked a 
19-yard fi eld goal to send it to overtime. 

Then after an Eagles punt in over-
time, Staff ord hit Calvin Johnson for 
a 17-yard gain to the Eagles 27 on 
fi rst-and-20. A few plays later, Hanson 
nailed the game-winner.

Giants 26, 49ers 3

SAN FRANCISCO | Antrel Rolle in-
tercepted two passes by Alex Smith, 
Prince Amukamara picked off  another 
and New York shut down San Francisco 
in a rematch of last season’s NFC cham-
pionship game.

After outscoring the Bills and Jets 
by a combined 79-3 the last two weeks, 
the 49ers met their match again with 
Eli Manning and New York’s top team. 

No overtime needed this time, and 
not much of Manning either. Manning 
threw for just 193 yards and one touch-
down, while Ahmad Bradshaw ran for 
116 yards and a score and the Giants 
rode a dominant defense and four fi eld 
goals by Lawrence Tynes.

Seahawks 24, Patriots 23

SEATTLE | Russell Wilson found Sid-
ney Rice behind the secondary for a 
46-yard touchdown with 1:18 remain-
ing, and Seattle rallied for 14 points 
in the fi nal 7:31 to stun New England. 

The matchup between the Patriots’ 
No. 1 ranked off ense and the Seahawks’ 
No. 1 defense instead turned in to a 
starring performance for Wilson — 
and a shocking rally. 

Wilson hit Braylon Edwards on 
fourth down for a 10-yard TD to get 
the Seahawks’ to 23-17. After a pair 
of holds by Seattle’s defense, Wilson 

found Rice open on a double move. 
Steven Hauschka’s extra point gave 
Seattle the lead. 

Tom Brady and the Patriots were 
then stopped on fourth down at their 
28 when Wes Welker came up 2 yards 
short, and the Seahawks were able to 
celebrate the unlikely comeback.

Jets 35, Colts 9

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. | Shonn 
Greene ran for a career-high 161 yards 
and three touchdowns to power a 
rejuvenated “Ground-and-Pound” 
off ense in New York’s victory over 
Indianapolis. 

The Jets’ maligned defense was able 
to shut down Andrew Luck and the 
Colts’ off ense as New York snapped a 
two-game losing streak.

For a week, at least, Sanchez was in 
control and the Jets had their best over-
all performance  — save for a handful 
of personal foul penalties — since an 
opening-week rout of Buff alo. 

Indianapolis trailed 21-6 at halftime 
and couldn’t erase a big defi cit for the 
second straight week after coming 
back from 18 points and beating Green 
Bay last Sunday.

Dolphins 17, Rams 14

MIAMI | Ryan Tannehill threw two 
touchdown passes, and Miami with-
stood a late rally by St. Louis.

The Rams faced a fourth-and-8 at 
the Miami 49-yard line with 30 seconds 
left, and rather than go for a fi rst down, 
coach Jeff  Fisher sent out rookie Greg 
Zuerlein to try a 66-yard fi eld goal, 
which missed wide left.

Zuerlein made two fi eld goals to im-
prove to 15 for 15 this season, but then 
missed three times in a row, including 
from 48 and 32 yards in the fi rst half. 

The Rams outgained the Dolphins 
461-209. Both teams are 3-3. 

Buccaneers 38, Chiefs 10

TAMPA, FLA. | Josh Freeman threw 
for 328 yards and three touchdowns, 
and Ronde Barber scored on a 78-yard 
interception return to help Tampa Bay 
whip struggling Kansas City.

Freeman teamed with Mike Wil-
liams on a 62-yard scoring play in the 
fi rst quarter and threw TD passes of 
19 and 17 yards to Vincent Jackson in 
the second half as the Bucs stopped a 
three-game losing streak. 

Tampa Bay intercepted Brady Quinn 
twice in the Kansas City quarterback’s 
fi rst start in nearly three years. They 
also limited NFL rushing leader Jamaal 
Charles to 40 yards on 12 carries.

Browns 34, Bengals 24

CLEVELAND | Rookie Brandon 
Weeden threw two touchdown passes, 
and Cleveland snapped an 11-game los-
ing streak that dated to last season by 
beating Cincinnati. 

Montario Hardesty, fi lling in for in-
jured rookie Trent Richardson, scored 
on a 1-yard plunge and cornerback 
Sheldon Brown intercepted Andy 
Dalton and returned it 19 yards for a 
touchdown in the fourth quarter. The 
Browns outscored the Bengals 27-10 in 
the second half. 

Bills 19, Cardinals 16

GLENDALE, ARIZ. | Jairus Byrd’s sec-
ond interception of the game set up 
Rian Lindell’s 25-yard fi eld goal 3:50 
into overtime that gave Buff alo a vic-
tory over Arizona. 

The Cardinals’ Jay Feely kicked a 
franchise-record 61-yard fi eld goal with 
1:09 left in regulation to tie it 16-16, but 
his 38-yard attempt to win it as the 
fourth quarter ended careened off  the 
left upright. Arziona lost its second in 
a row after a 4-0 start. 

ROUNDUP

Falcons stay perfect with last-second FG

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo completed 25 of 36 passes for 261 yards and two touchdowns, but he also was inter-
cepted once and couldn’t complete a two-point conversion pass in the waning seconds. Th e Ravens won 31-29 in Baltimore.

Romo, ’Boys 
click on offense 
but still can’t win

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Falcons kicker Matt Bryant converted his longest fi eld goal since 2009, a 55-yard 
fi eld goal with 1 second on the clock, to help Atlanta beat the Raiders 23-20.

NFL STANDINGS
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
EAST W L T PCT PF PA

N.Y. Jets 3 3 0 .500 133 141
New England 3 3 0 .500 188 137
Miami 3 3 0 .500 120 117
Buff alo 3 3 0 .500 137 192

SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA

Houston 5 0 0 1.000 149 73
Indianapolis 2 3 0 .400 100 145
Tennessee 2 4 0 .333 114 204
Jacksonville 1 4 0 .200 65 138

NORTH W L T PCT PF PA

Baltimore 5 1 0 .833 161 118
Cincinnati 3 3 0 .500 149 163
Pittsburgh 2 3 0 .400 116 115
Cleveland 1 5 0 .167 134 163

WEST W L T PCT PF PA

San Diego 3 2 0 .600 124 102
Denver 2 3 0 .400 135 114
Oakland 1 4 0 .200 87 148
Kansas City 1 5 0 .167 104 183

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
EAST W L T PCT PF PA

N.Y. Giants 4 2 0 .667 178 114
Philadelphia 3 3 0 .500 103 125
Washington 3 3 0 .500 178 173
Dallas 2 3 0 .400 94 119

SOUTH  W L T PCT PF PA

Atlanta 6 0 0 1.000 171 113
Tampa Bay 2 3 0 .400 120 101
Carolina 1 4 0 .200 92 125
New Orleans 1 4 0 .200 141 154

NORTH W L T PCT PF PA

Chicago 4 1 0 .800 149 71
Minnesota 4 2 0 .667 146 117
Green Bay 2 3 0 .400 112 111
Detroit 2 3 0 .400 126 137

WEST W L T PCT PF PA

Arizona 4 2 0 .667 110 97
San Francisco 4 2 0 .667 152 94
Seattle 4 2 0 .667 110 93
St. Louis 3 3 0 .500 110 111

THURSDAY’S GAME

Tennessee 26, Pittsburgh 23

SUNDAY’S GAMES

Washington 38, Minnesota 26
Atlanta 23, Oakland 20
Tampa Bay 38, Kansas City 10
N.Y. Jets 35, Indianapolis 9
Cleveland 34, Cincinnati 24
Detroit 26, Philadelphia 23, OT
Miami 17, St. Louis 14
Baltimore 31, Dallas 29
Buff alo 19, Arizona 16, OT
Seattle 24, New England 23
N.Y. Giants 26, San Francisco 3
Green Bay at Houston, late
Open: Carolina, Chicago, Jacksonville, 
New Orleans

MONDAY’S GAMES

Denver at San Diego, 8:30 p.m.
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QUARTERS

1
The Redskins notched 45 yards 
in the fi rst quarter and quickly 
fell into a 9-0 hole after three 
Blair Walsh fi eld goals. Robert 

Griffi  n III, in his fi rst action since 
being knocked out of last week’s loss 
to Atlanta with a concussion, was 
the victim of a great play by Antoine 
Winfi eld, who intercepted a pass on 
the right sideline.

2
New kicker Kai Forbath got 
the Redskins on the board 
with his fi rst NFL fi eld goal, 
a 50-yarder. Washington then 

drove 91 yards on its next possession 
and capped the drive with a 1-yard 
run from Alfred Morris. The ma-
ligned Redskins defense continued 
to keep pace, as Lorenzo Alexander 
recovered a Christian Ponder fumble 
deep in Vikings territory. RG3 threw 
a 10-yard touchdown pass to fullback 
Darrel Young on the next play.

PLAY OF THE GAME: With 
2:56 remaining in the game and 
Washington’s lead down to fi ve, RG3 
took a designed quarterback draw 76 
yards to the house. It was the longest 
rushing touchdown by any quarterback 
since Kordell Stewart in 1996.

3
RG3 slipped through the Vi-
kings’ red-zone defense at the 
9:37 mark to extend Washing-
ton’s lead to 24-9. The Vikings 

answered with a solid drive of their 
own but stalled in the red zone and 
settled for Walsh’s fourth fi eld goal.  

4
When Redskins safety Madieu 
Williams returned an inter-
ception for a touchdown with 
12:40 left, the Redskins were 

up by 19 and the game appeared to 
be in hand. But two Christian Ponder 
touchdown passes later had the Vi-
kings suddenly within fi ve. But then 
RG3 took over. On a third and 6 with 
less than three minutes remaining, 
he sprinted 76 yards down the left 
sideline for a touchdown. The ensu-
ing Minnesota drive sputtered at the 
goal line with a DeAngelo Hall inter-
ception, and the Redskins improved 
to 3-3 on the season.

NUMBERS
138: Rushing yards for RG3, as 
many as every other player in the 
game combined
391: Days between Redskins home 
wins, the third-longest streak in 
franchise history
11: Rushing touchdowns between 
rookies RG3 and Alfred Morris in 
the season’s fi rst six weeks
4: Defensive touchdowns so far this 
season, the most since 1999 (four)

NEXT
REDSKINS AT GIANTS 
1 P.M. SUNDAY, FOX

⦁ In an otherwise 
lost 2011 season, 
the Redskins 
managed to hang 
their hat on two 
victories over 
the Giants. who 
went on to win 
their second 
Super Bowl in 
fi ve seasons. 
Washington can 
get another boost 

when it travels to New York for the 
fi rst division game of the year to face 
a Giants team that dismantled what 
had been a surging 49ers team on 
the road Sunday 26-3. 
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BY STEPHEN WHYNO

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

When Billy Cundiff  missed a 31-yard 
fi eld goal attempt last week, an error 
that ultimately cost the kicker his job, 
the course of the Washington Red-
skins’ game against the Atlanta Falcons 
changed. The momentum went the 
other way, and as special teams captain 
Lorenzo Alexander pointed out, the 
Redskins are not a good enough team 
to withstand those kinds of blunders.

Enter new kicker Kai Forbath who, in 
his NFL debut, did his job to a tee. He got 
just one fi eld goal attempt Sunday, but 
by making that 50-yarder, he sparked the 
Redskins’ 38-26 comeback victory over 
the Minnesota Vikings.

“If our off ense puts us in a position 
where we can get fi eld goals, we’ve got 
to put points on the board,” Alexander 

said. “I thought we did 
a great job of doing 
that.”

The Vikings led 
9-0 when Forbath 
lined up for his fi rst 
career attempt. Coach 
Mike Shanahan at 
that moment realized 

the tall task he was putting in front of the 
25-year-old rookie.

“I’m a nice guy, aren’t I? Breaking in a 
kicker his fi rst kick is a 50-yarder,” coach 
Mike Shanahan said. “I started thinking 
about that. I thought he’s not going to be 
very popular if he misses.”

By making it, Forbath sent fans at 
FedEx Field longing for a reliable kicker 
into a frenzy. It was like the Redskins had 
won the Super Bowl, even though they 
were still down six.

Forbath, well-aware of the Redskins’ 

sordid recent history of kickers, didn’t 
notice the reaction.

“I was busy trying to give high-fi ves 
to my linemen for blocking,” he said.

But from there, they scored touch-
downs on two consecutive drives and 
managed to build enough of a cushion to 
withstand the Vikings’ late push.

“I’m just happy that we got off  to a 
good start,” Forbath said. “Getting some 
points on the board helps the off ense get 
going, and it did for us.”

The 50-yarder was the Redskins’ 
longest of the season; Cundiff  missed 
from 62 and 57 yards before being cut.

 

Williams makes play

For the fourth time this season, the 
Redskins scored a defensive touchdown. 
The previous three times, they lost the 
game.

“Usually when you score on defense 
you win the game,” defensive coordinator 
Jim Haslett said last week. “So maybe 
we’ve got to get two.”

One was enough Sunday to get the 
job done, as safety Madieu Williams 
intercepted Christian Ponder and re-
turned it 24 yards for a touchdown in 
the fourth quarter.

“We have a lot of playmakers on this 
defense,” Williams said. “It’s a great feel-
ing whenever you can get a defensive 
score. It changes the game.”

The Redskins have four defensive 
touchdowns in a season for the fi rst 
time since 1999. They have 49 points off  
turnovers through six games after put-
ting up just 43 all last year.

Garcon out

Wide receiver Pierre Garcon missed 

Sunday’s game with a lingering right foot 
injury. Garcon had played the previous 
two weeks, but this was the third game 
he missed. Garcon injured the foot on 
his 88-yard touchdown catch at New 
Orleans on Sept. 9. 

Garcon jogged around the fi eld be-
fore Sunday’s game and seemed to be 
in pain. After a few minutes testing the 
foot, he went down the tunnel.

Extra points

Robert Griffi  n III’s touchdown rush 
in the third quarter was his fi fth of the 
season, setting a single-season franchise 
record for TD runs by a quarterback. 
His 77-yard TD run in the fourth made 
it six. … The Redskins’ victory snapped 
an eight-game home losing skid. … Safety 
Jordan Pugh left the game with a head 
injury.

NOTEBOOK

Just for kicks, Forbath’s fi eld goal put fans at FedEx in a frenzy

BY NATHAN FENNO

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A week after Robert Griffi  n III sustained a concus-
sion so “mild” he forgot the quarter and score, the 
Washington Redskins’ rookie quarterback resumed 
his scrambling, swashbuckling ways Sunday.

Little evidence re-
mained of the hit to Griffi  n’s 
head. No revamped off ense. 
No  changes in protection. 
And little hesitation from 
Griffi  n to embark on his 
trademark scrambles in the 
Redskins’ 38-26 win over 
the Minnesota Vikings.

Instead of last week’s 
“RG-3! RG-3!” chants as 
the woozy Griffi  n headed 
for the locker room, FedEx 
Field supporters showered 

the quarterback with the chant Sunday after he zipped 
up the middle on a 7-yard touchdown run in the third 
quarter. The chant oozed relief that concussion pro-
tocols and independent neurologists and breathless 
questions about the goings-on inside Griffi  n’s braided 
head didn’t alter the one-of-a-kind quarterback.

“I think he’s learned a lot from that,” left guard 
Kory Lichtensteiger said. “It’s something he had to 
learn. Too bad he had to learn it the hard way. … I 
don’t think it made him timid at all.”  

The lone reminder of Griffi  n’s concussion came 
on his fourth play from scrimmage, easy to miss as 
the crowd settled into its seats. Out of a single-back 
formation, Griffi  n bootlegged to the left, sent a ner-
vous hum through the stadium and, 7 uneventful 
yards later, stepped out of bounds.

The old Griffi  n, much as that word can be used 
for a quarterback six games into his NFL career, may 
have traded contact for an extra yard or two on the 
play. After all, the Cincinnati Bengals knocked him 
to the ground 28 times during last month’s parade 
of big hits.

As Griffi  n entered the white sideline’s sanctuary, 
a mock cheer replaced the nervous hum. 

“You stay aggressive, but you just try to be smart,” 
Griffi  n said. “I told the team I wasn’t going to leave 
them hanging.”

The early step-out aside, Griffi  n maintained his 
aggressive, uninhibited brand of football. The Vikings 
knocked him to the ground 10 times. Six hits came 
after designed runs or improvised scrambles. Two 

drew penalties.
Excepting moments such as Jared Allen’s un-

blocked lick on the Redskins’ goal line early in the 
second quarter, Griffi  n didn’t absorb the same sort 
of punishment as the previous fi ve wince-inducing 
weeks. He slid after runs, threw the ball away and 
stepped out bounds earlier.  Avoiding big hits was 
hammered into him in the same way opposing 
defenses, well, hammered him. Last week, Griffi  n 
apologized to the team for not running out of bounds 
on the hit that concussed him.

The Redskins didn’t overhaul their creative of-
fensive attack, either. At least four times in the fi rst 
half, they ran the triple-option with Brandon Banks, 
Alfred Morris and Griffi  n forming the triple-threat 
backfi eld. They even trotted out a wishbonelike for-
mation with two men fl anking Griffi  n in the backfi eld 
and a third behind him. 

Griffi  n, whose fi fth rushing touchdown of the sea-
son set the team’s single-season record for quarter-
backs before he added a sixth, didn’t hesitate to take 
off  running. On the second series of the third quarter, 
for example, he ran three straight times and fi nished 

with 138 yards on 13 carries. These weren’t the jaunts 
of a man worried about another concussion.

All the while, Griffi  n showed he understands how 
to lobby referees with the same precision he guided 
the Redskins’ off ense.

When Erin Henderson belted Griffi  n after he 
threw the ball out of bounds, no fl ag emerged. So, 
the quarterback waved his arms in the air in exag-
gerated exasperation. As if by magic, a yellow square 
fl uttered to the turf. 

Griffi  n sauntered away from Henderson, nodding.
“It wasn’t like a basketball fl op. I defi nitely sold 

it pretty well,” Griffi  n said. “It was a good job of me 
and the ref being on the same page.”

That hinted at what was to come. After the Vikings 
sliced the Redskins’ lead to 31-26 late in the fourth 
quarter, Griffi  n faced a third-and-6 deep in his terri-
tory.  So, he dropped back to pass and, in an instant, 
changed directions, sprinted off  left guard and down 
the Redskins’ sideline. Seventy-six yards later, he 
reclined in the stands and caught his breath as fans 
slapped his back after his second rushing touchdown. 
 The concussion seemed forgotten.

REDSKINS 38, VIKINGS 26

NO HOLDING BACK

T
he Wash-
ington 
Redskins 
and their 

star quarterback 
face a dilemma 
that’s unlikely to 
fade as the sea-
son progresses. 
It’s not a choice 
between equally 
undesirable alter-
natives because 
clearly there’s an 

advantage in using Robert Griffi  n III 
to his fullest.

But utilizing him to that signifi cant 
and magnifi cent extent leads to a 
perplexing problem for RG3 and his 
coaches alike: How much is excessive 
and how much is enough?

Unfortunately, that’s a question 
best answered in hindsight. When 
RG3 didn’t get out of bounds before 
suff ering a concussion-inducing hit 
against Atlanta a week ago, that was a 
bad decision. When he took off  for 13 
carries — several by design — in Sun-
day’s 38-26 victory against Minnesota, 
that was brilliant strategy.

Coach Mike Shanahan actually 
heeded the masses and scaled back 

Griffi  n’s runs against Atlanta. The 
fact that he got hurt anyway merely 
proves that the game’s inherent perils 
are unavoidable — in or out of the 
pocket. But there’s a heightened sense 
of danger whenever RG3 tucks the 
ball and essentially becomes a half-
back, a position that doesn’t enjoy the 
 protection designed for quarterbacks.

The cringe factor is involuntary on 
RG3’s rushing attempts but the payoff  
can be exhilarating, as we saw on the 
quarterback draw  in the fourth quar-
ter. He scampered 76 yards down the 
left sideline for a touchdown, creating 
the fi nal margin with 2:43 remaining.

However, it was surprising to 
see Shanahan revert to the early-
season game plan of calling Griffi  n’s 
number so often. Not counting the 
kneel-down plays at the end of each 
half, Griffi  n rushed 11 times for 136 
yards. Some were scrambles after he 
couldn’t fi nd an open receiver.

But about half appeared to be pre-
planned and/or option-reads, the type 
of plays that brought heavy criticism 
upon Shanahan.

“Sometimes designed runs help 
the quarterback,” Shanahan explained 
afterward. “If he had gotten into a 
dropback passing game against that 

defense, without those designed runs, 
there would’ve been a number of 
sacks. Doing what he does keeps the 
defense off -balance and gives him a 
chance to stay healthier.”

The Redskins face dueling health 
concerns in that regard, like what 
the Washington Nationals dealt with 
recently. In the short-term — as in 
for 60 minutes on any given Sunday 
— the team’s won-loss record has a 
much-rosier outlook with a full mea-
sure of RG3. Conversely, the overall 
future looks dark and grim if overdos-
ing on Griffi  n leaves him sidelined.

Finding the proper balance will be 
a seasonlong process for Shanahan, 
just as Griffi  n must fi nd the proper 
proportion of staying upright or get-
ting down. He seemed to do a good 
job Sunday, running out of bounds 
several times, though not on his long 
TD run.

“I got to the sidelines and thought 
about running out of bounds,” he said, 
“because everyone has been telling 
me that lately. But I know when I have 
a guy outfl anked and I took off  run-
ning. The rest is history.”

Griffi  n realizes his value and 
promised his teammates that he 
“won’t leave them hanging” by taking 

unnecessary risks to gain extra yards. 
But the game situation still comes into 
play, like when he ran up the middle 
and dove across the goal line for a 
7-yard touchdown in the third quarter. 
He took a hit for his troubles but put 
Washington ahead, 24-9.

Though if Shanahan reduced 
Griffi  n’s exposure against the Falcons, 
Sunday’s game plan against the 
Vikings indicates the usage will vary 
from week to week. The coach said 
he can’t treat his quarterback any 
diff erently just because he suff ered a 
concussion in his fi fth NFL game.

“The quarterback has to play,” Sha-
nahan said. “I think common sense 
prevails and he learns every game 
when to slide, throw the ball away 
and when to get out of bounds earlier. 
We saw that today in a number of 
situations. As time goes on, he’ll keep 
getting better and better.”

That’s certainly the goal. RG3’s 
playmaking ability isn’t much of a 
question, but his decision-making 
— particularly when he runs — is 
crucial to the Redskins’ success. The 
coaching staff  has made its decision: 
RG3 is going to get the ball.

What he does with it — and how 
often — are the only questions.

Balance is key to utilizing RG3 
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Redskins quarterback Robert Griffi  n III picks up some of his 138 yards rushing on this fi rst-quarter carry.

Forbath

“You stay 
aggressive, 

but you just try 
to be smart. I 
told the team 
I wasn’t going 
to leave them 

hanging.”
— RG3


